
Uplyme  
to Lyme RegisWalks

from
the Railway VIA BUS FROM AXMINSTER STATION

7-MILE WALK

Line

Start/End

East Devon Line

Talbot Arms (bus from Axminster station)

Hop on the X51/X53 bus right outside 
Axminster railway station to the Talbot 
Arms, then enjoy a walk to Lyme Regis.
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Bus Link: Catch the X51 or X53 bus outside Axminster station to The Talbot Arms, Uplyme 
(17-min journey). Regular service, connects well with trains. Search ‘X51 bus times’ online.
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Route features

OUTWARD

• Walk underneath the Cannington viaduct

• Steep climb up Horseman’s Hill, through  
    the woods

• Stunning first view of Lyme Bay and the  
    Jurassic Coast from the South West Coast  
    Path at Ware cliffs

• A steep descent into Lyme Regis (simple  
    steps but no hand rails) which comes out  
    close to the iconic Cobb

RETURN

• A stroll along Lyme Regis promenade and  
    past the Mermaid Theatre

• Waymarked footpath alongside the River  
    Lym and past an old mill

• Firm surfaces and easy walking through  
    woods and fields 

Directions

From the bus stop at the Talbot Arms, cross 
the road and turn right past Uplyme village 
hall and into the cricket field via a kissing 
gate. Keep to the right edge and continue to 
the far end. 

Go through another kissing gate (photo 1 
overleaf) into a field and follow the path up 
the hill keeping the tree line on the right until 
you reach a stile. Cross over this stile into the 
lane. Turn left to crossroads.

At the crossroads go straight across and at 
junction turn right. Follow this lane to the 
Cannington Viaduct (photo 2). Go under the 
Viaduct, then turn left in front of a white 
house. 

Go through the gate, then straight up the 
field to another gate just left of a large white 
house. Follow the path to a lane. Keep left. 
Stay on the lane until you reach a red brick 

house. Just past the house turn right up steps 
which is the start of the climb up Horseman’s 
Hill through the woods.

Follow waymarks (yellow arrows into field 
and follow the hedge to your left. Halfway 
across the field, cross a stile and continue 
along the path, cross another stile, then 
through a gate and right into a lane. Follow 
the lane, cross the main road (A3052) and 
take the lane opposite signposted Ware. 

After about 250 metres, turn right into Ware 
Farm Manor and immediately left over a stile. 
Follow the path around to another stile and 
continue on the path with the hedge on the 
left. At the end of the field cross a stile and 
descend steps down through the woods.

At the bottom cross the footbridge. Stay on 
the path bearing to the left. Continue through 
the woods to reach the main track which is 
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marked South West Coastal Path. Get your 
first views of the sea on the far side of the 
track (photo 3). Turn left and after about 400 
metres turn right next to a house and follow 
the signpost marked Lyme Regis. 

Follow the path marked Ware Cliffs and go 
through a gate. Once through the gate almost 
immediately keep to the right and follow the 
Coastal Path keeping over to the right all the 
way. 

When a house becomes visible at eye level 
turn right over a stile and follow the path 
marked The Cobb. Stay on this path all the 
way down the steps and through the woods 
finally emerging back on the sea front close 
to The Cobb (photo 4).

From the Cobb, follow the path on the 
promenade along to the town clock. Then 
continue to the harbour areas to a viewing 
area. The path rises up a ramp past the 

Mermaid Theatre and back on the main 
road. Go past the museum turning right into 
Coombe Street. Carry straight on to the Lyme 
fish bar and turn left at the Ship Inn into Mill 
Street. Follow the lane down to an alley by 
the side of the Town Mill. Stay on the path 
with the mill stream on the right and the river 
on the left (photos 5 & 6).

Follow the path to the top of the hill. Go past 
the mill through a gate onto a track which 
takes you all the way to Mill Lane in Uplyme. 

At the end of Mill Lane, cross the road and 
onto another footpath through the woods 
finally coming to another lane. At the end 
turn left then cross the road and after about 
5 metres go through a kissing gate and follow 
the footpath to the Talbot Arms car park. 
 www.talbotarms.com

Alternative routes

An alternative route is to stay on the bus into Lyme Regis and start the circular walk from the Cobb.  
A third alternative is to walk one way and catch a bus back, but arguably the most exhilarating route 
is to start from Axminster station and follow the route instructions above. 
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The Axminster to Lyme Regis branch line 
was authorised in 1899. Work began on the 
light railway in 1900 and the line opened 
in 1903. It ran from Axminster to the coast 
via the hamlet of Combpyne and the village 
of Uplyme. It was especially popular with 
holiday makers. 

The Axminster to Lyme line was closed in the 
1960s, another victim of the popularity of the 
car and Beeching’s Axe. 

Much interest was taken in the construction 
of the Cannington Viaduct, which is an 
early example of a concrete railway viaduct 

constructed in massed concrete with ten 
arches, cutting labour, time and costs 
dramatically. 

The walk takes you underneath the viaduct 
and then alongside and above it for excellent 
viewing. 

At the time of building, large numbers of 
people made a journey to the Cannington 
Viaduct to see the work going on and witness 
something of a revolution in construction. In 
1900 the viaduct was regarded as the Sunday 
“show place” of Lyme.

Cannington Viaduct

At Axminster station: Before your walk, why not fuel up with a delicious breakfast  
at The Railway Kitchen, and afterwards enjoy a pint at The Ale Way micropub.  
Search online for details.

Train times

      SOUTHWESTERNRAILWAY.COM

      03457 48 49 50

More walks to enjoy

GREATSCENIC.COM/ WALKS

All public rights of way cross private land, so please keep to 
paths and keep dogs on leads. Occasionally work may mean 
diversions are put in place. If so, please follow local signs.

These directions are intended as a guide only. It is always 
advisable to carry the relevant OS Map whilst out walking.
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