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Introduction

  
Please remember all public rights of way cross 

private land, so keep to paths and keep dogs on 

leads. Occasionally short term work may mean 

diversions are put in place, follow local signs  

if necessary. 

The maps in this booklet are intended  

as a guide only; it is always  

advisable to carry the  

appropriate OS Map with 

you whilst out walking.

Umberleigh Moats  
and Crosses 
Pages 8 & 9

Paignton Harbour 
and Roundham Head
Pages 12 & 13

Dawlish Warren  
National Nature Reserve
Pages 14 & 15

Exmouth Circular 
Walk
Pages 16,17,18 & 19

Walking

The branch lines of Devon offer some of the most scenic 

train journeys in Britain. 

From stunning coastal views through Dawlish on the line 

from Exeter to Paignton to the beauty of the River Tamar 

and the gentle rolling green countryside of the Tarka Line, 

there is plenty to explore by rail and then on foot.

In this booklet, you will find eight walks from stations across 

Devon to enjoy.  You can find more walks at our website 

www.greatscenicrailways.com  and in the Cornwall 

version of this booklet too

Riviera Line at Dawlish
©GWR

East Devon  
Walk
Pages 21 & 21

Bere Ferrers  
Circular
Pages 4 & 5

Bere Alston Circular 
via Tuckermarsh
Pages 6 & 7

Yeoford to  
Copplestone
Pages 10 & 11
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Distance 3 milesTAMAR VALLEY LinE

From Bere Ferrers station, walk out of the station, 

cross the road and turn sharp left down a drive. this is 

a public right of way but please respect the owners of 

the houses. 

Down the drive, you come to a house on the right and the 

entrance to ‘Tavy Court’ (formerly the Rectory). Here, continue 

on the track ahead, indicated by a sign for ‘Coach House’ and 

a yellow footpath marker.  As you approach this house, pass 

through the gap to the left of a low beech hedge, then go 

over the grass to a metal gate. Go through the gate, continue 

alongside the hedge, then follow the path as it turns down 

across the field between wire fences. 

At the bottom of the field, the path turns left to a stile. Cross 

the stile, then take the road to the right for a short distance.  

Go over the ladder stile on the left of the road into the field 

(footpath sign here). Skirt the tree ahead to its left, then take 

the path up the bank ahead, between bramble patches (the 

path can be very muddy here!). At the top, the footpath turns 

right and over another stile to continue above a small wood. 

Once over the next stile, follow the bottom edge of the field, 

with the wire fence to your right, passing a small wooden barn. 

The path dips down to 

go through a field gate, 

with a house alongside 

(Shutecombe). Follow 

the driveway ahead past 

small ponds and wooded 

wetlands on the right. 

Following this track, you 

will come to some farm machinery sheds where it meets the 

road. Turn left up this quiet road, called Hensbury Lane. 

Walk up the lane past an entrance to tennis courts and a 

recreation field, then Hensbury Farm. At the T-junction a short 

way past ‘Hallodene’, continue ahead and downhill, following 

the road sign pointing to Collytown and Gnatham. Down in 

the valley, follow the lane as it swings right to cross a bridge 

across the stream. 

Once over the bridge, the road bears right, up a short hill. At 

the junction go right, down past some abandoned cottages. 

Turn right very briefly onto the muddy track, then step up onto 

the marshy ground to its right. Cross over the stream on the 

little bridge. Head to the footpath marker post by the track 

ahead. Do not take the muddy track by the shore. Follow the 

footpath up the short slope, then round to the left, with a bank 

on your right and the hedge above the river on the other side. 

Keep following the path, which has some great views of the 

Tavy estuary, and fields to the right. 

Past the broken stile at the end of the footpath, you join a 

track. On the right is the entrance to the playing field with 

swings and a small picnic area. Carry on along the track and 

you will see Bere Ferrers village ahead of you. The route joins 

the road and crosses the causeway. 

To get back to the station, walk up through the village and 

take the left turn up Station Road by the village social club, the 

station is at the top of the road. 

Bere Ferrers Circular



Bere Alston

Calstock

Distance 3 miles

Once through the gate at the end of the cottages, continue 

along the river on the level footpath. You will come to an old 

quay, now disused and dilapidated. 

Cross the stream and there are now 2 options. For a shorter 

walk, after the stream, take the left hand path which climbs 

uphill and joins with the longer path at the top of the woodland.

The longer right-hand path leads along the riverbank through 

the woods until you come to a path junction. Take the left-hand 

footpath which now leads uphill.

The footpath leads you to a field, entered through the metal 

kissing gate. Please be aware that there can be cattle grazing 

in this field. 

Walk up the hill, heading towards the top left hand corner of 

the field. As you come to the brow of the hill, you will see a large 

white house, head towards the house and you will see another 

kissing gate which leads back out to a lane.

Go through the gate and follow the path back uphill, under 

the two railway bridges and you will return to the station on 

your left.

TAMAR VALLEY LinE

Bere Alston Heralds
  of Spring Walk

Alight at Bere Alston station and cross the station car park to 

the start of the footpath along the concrete road.

Follow the footpath and continue 

past the houses on your right 

until you meet a road junction. 

Take the track opposite and you 

start entering woodland.

Continue under the old railway 

bridge following the path.Take 

note of the daffodils above the 

hedges on your right hand side, 

both in the woodland and in a 

small field. 

On the left hand side of the 

pathway you will see an old 

market garden, now a private 

residence called ‘Kingston’. The 

walk route will be following the edge of 

the market garden downhill towards the bottom of the valley.

Where the path ends at the junction take the downhill road 

past ‘Kingston’ house. At the bottom of the concrete path, take 

the footpath off to the left and into the woods sign-posted 

‘footpath only’. 

Continue through the woods and at the bottom of the 

woodland path, cross onto the concrete path; keep to 

the left and head toward the river, joining the driveway to 

Tuckermarsh Cottages.

Follow the footpath signs in front of Tuckermarsh cottages, 

which have fantastic views of the river and the viaduct across 

the river at Calstock. 



Distance 3 milestarka line

a short outing involving a 118 metre (323 ft.) climb to 

viewpoints above the taw Valley. 

From the station, head left along the B3227. Just before 

the river, turn left (Sign posted Warkleigh) to reach a level-

crossing. Continue along, past Brightley Cross. At Toits 

Cottages, turn left up a signposted path to a field with 

barns and, beyond, a road corner. This is Brightley Barton, 

a 16th Century house with a mediaeval moat. 

Carry on for about a mile to Stone Cross junction.  Continue 

ahead (signposted Chittlehampton) for 200 yards to a 

track (just before a road junction). Turn left down this track 

passing Pitt Farm and a plantation to reach Pitt Wood. 

Continue through the wood to a field, following its right-

hand edge down to a gate. 

ignoring side turns, stay ahead along a grassy way to South 

nethercleave. Here follow the path sharply right to pass a 

school. Turn left onto the B3227 and very carefully follow 

it over the bridge to the station.

Umberleigh Moats and Crosses  
aCircular Walk

Brightley Barton

UMBERLEIGH

Level
Crossing

Brightley
Barton

Pitt Farm

School

Pitt Woods



a varied walk along the lanes and footpaths of the 

mid-Devon redlands. ideal for children.

From Yeoford station platform, walk under the bridge to join 

a lineside footpath.  After 0.5 miles, cross a lane. Continue 

walking alongside the railway to reach a watermeadow. 

At its far end turn right into a lane which fords the river 

and enters Penstone. Follow the lane through Penstone, 

turning left at its far end to pass under the railway and  

re-cross the river. 

Beyond, where the lane turns 

right, continue ahead along a 

footpath crossing the railway. 

Cross the line and follow the 

field edge uphill, joining a 

road at the summit to enter 

Colebrooke. St. Andrew’s 

church makes a good resting 

place. Walk to the east 

end of the churchyard 

where a gate opens onto a footpath. Turn 

right through the church car park and then 

left into a lane. Proceed downhill and at the 

bottom, bear left and continue for 0.3 miles 

to Coleford village crossroads. Keep ahead 

for another mile to a T-junction and here turn 

right. The station lies 0.2 miles to your left just 

beyond a second bridge over the railway.

St Andrews
Church

Penstone

Coleford

YEOFORD

COPPLESTONEYeoford to Copplestone

Available from all good 
bookshops or online at 
amazon.co.uk 
at £10 per copy including postage

TARKA LinE Distance 3.4 miles



Distance 3.3 milesRiViERA LinE

this very accessible walk around the centrepiece of 

the bay provides the walker with the colourful and 

varied activity of Paignton’s picturesque harbour and a 

headland walk. Visit the pier, enjoy the promenade, and 

walk through the public gardens built by Welsh miners.

Leave Paignton Station and turn right on Victoria Street. Turn 

into Torbay Road by crossing the level crossing. Walk past the 

shops and take the third road on the right down Queens Road. 

Turn into Torbay Park and walk towards the seafront. 

At the Esplanade, cross the road onto the seafront. Turn left 

and walk, enjoying the seafront and Paignton Sands whilst 

passing the pier on your right and Paignton Green on your left.

At some suitable point, retrace your steps and walk towards 

the harbour. Having explored the harbour, come out onto 

Cliff Road.

To
access
Roundham

Head from the 

harbour there 

is a choice of routes. 

The paved route, suitable  

for wheelchairs is via Cliff Road, whilst another more difficult 

but interesting approach is along the South Quay and across 

Fairy Cove, climbing up the steps to join Cliff Road.

As the route rounds the head itself, Goodrington Beach 

comes into sight and soon another choice of pathways. 

in order to avoid steps, keep to the top path and this 

will eventually bring you to Roundham Road. For those 

who wish to descend to the promenade below, a well 

constructed network of paths and steps lead the walker 

down over the red sandstone which gives this headland its 

attractive colouring.

Returning to the top of the cliff by any one of a number 

of routes, you join with Roundham Road and make your 

descent back down to the harbour. From the harbour, 

retrace your steps back to the station.
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Paignton Harbour 
     and Roundham Head
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Distance 3.2 MiLESRiViERA LinE

enjoy an easy walk on paths around the Dawlish 

Warren national nature Reserve, an internationally 

important wildlife site. 

From the bird hide overlooking the mudflats it is possible 

to see 30 species of birds in view. Please exercise care 

around the Warren and check the excellent visitor centre 

for information, if open.

From Dawlish Warren Station, if approaching from Dawlish 

direction, head under the railway bridge and then left to 

the car park. if approaching from Exeter direction, walk 

out from the station platform into the car 

park.

Going through the car park, pick up the footpath at the far 

end and follow it past the Visitor Centre and on through 

the reserve as it curves around to the right to meet the 

beach.

On the beach, turn right and walk down to the sea wall. 

Dogs are allowed on Dawlish Warren Beach (between 

groynes 3 and 9) throughout the year. 

From the sea wall, turn inland at the cluster of buildings 

which include a pub, and walk past the car park to return 

to the station.

Dawlish Warren National 
Nature Reserve
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Distance 8 MiLESAVOCET LinE

this route uses an old railway line and the coast 

path.   Generally quiet roads and footpaths with one 

steep climb.

From the main station exit, turn right and follow the walkway 

through the bus station, cross the station car park to reach 

the river estuary and turn right to follow this to the far end 

of the car park.  Pass through a kissing gate and follow the 

estuary-side path.  At a way mark,  turn right over a small 

mound to reach a foot crossing of the railway line – stop, 

look and listen and cross with care. 

Walk ahead through the recreation ground and exit 

through a gate on the left onto Carter Avenue.  At Highland 

Cars showroom, turn left for a few yards then follow cycle 

path signs for Phear Park, crossing the main road at a light 

controlled crossing.  Turn left then right into Lyndhurst 

Road.  At the far end of Lyndhurst Road, take another 

light controlled crossing and turn right.  ignore entrances 

to Phear Park, skirting a roundabout and following busy 

Marpool Hill for some 200 yards until reaching a cycle track 

sign indicating Littleham 1½ miles.  

Turn left and follow this leafy route, first alongside Phear Park 

and then through a long cutting until it emerges onto a road. 

Follow the cycle path, which is now signposted to Budleigh 

Salterton, through Littleham Village.  It first crosses 

Salterton Road on a light-controlled crossing, then after 

crossing another road at Littleham shop head down Jarvis 

Close, then through Bidmead Close to John Hudson Way.  

The main walk follows the old railway trackbed through 

open countryside, then woods until reaching a signpost to 

Castle Lane shortly before a tall overbridge.  

Go up the slope and right 

onto Castle Lane.  When the 

lane turns right, go up a short 

incline to the left then right 

onto a footpath marked West 

Down Beacon.  The footpath 

crosses the East Devon Golf 

Club course.  Keep ahead 

in a straight line; continue 

until reaching the South West Coast Path high above the 

Holiday Park. 

Turn right onto the coast path, following it to the Devon 

Cliffs Holiday Park.  Keep seaward of the caravans until 

reaching the third hedge just short of Straight Point Firing 

Range.  Turn right along the hedge and beyond the firing 

range, keep as close to the sea as is possible to reach the 

South Beach Café and Stores. 

Exmouth  
Circular Walk



AVOCET LinE

Crossing the café terrace, the coast path continues uphill, 

following the cliff top over the High Land of Orcombe (where 

it may be muddy) until reaching Exmouth’s geoneedle.  

From here the path is made up and soon reaches a zigzag 

slope down to the start of Exmouth’s long esplanade and 

beach. Follow the Esplanade past Exmouth’s Lifeboat 

station and a line of sand dunes.  

Just beyond the Bath House pub, turn right onto a walkway 

and follow to the end.  Where it re-joins the road, veer right 

and walk up to the roundabout at the top of Chapel Hill. 

Turn left, going down past Exmouth Town Council Offices 

and almost immediately fork right into the Strand.  Follow 

the paved pedestrian path across the centre of the area to 

the mini-roundabout at the bottom of Rolle Street, where 

the station is prominently signed. 



EAST DEVOn LinE Distance 1.5 MiLES

come out of the station and turn left onto Widepost 

Lane. Follow this road until you get to Musbury Road, 

turn left and follow this road then take a left into 

church street. 

On Church Street, you’ll see your first plaque which is at 

the Old Courthouse. This was the first purpose built police 

station in Devon and was used as the county court for  

many years. 

Turn left and head down West Street and you will find the 

Western Academy. Return towards Trinity Square and turn 

down Castle Street. 

Here you’ll find the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel and further 

along the town clink which was in use until 1864. 

Go back up Castle Steps and through a narrow archway 

known as Symes Lane. The Regent Hall in Market Square 

once housed the market and the Guild Hall. Turn right, then 

left onto Chard Street. 

Edwin Dawkins and 

Sons on your left 

was originally the 

largest department 

store in East Devon. 

On your right is the 

George Hotel. This 

coaching inn provided 

refreshment and a 

change of horses for 

at least 16 coaches a 

day on the Dorchester 

to Exeter run. 

Turn up Chard Street and you will find Oak House then 

continue up Chard Road to the Axminster Hospital which 

was opened in 1912. Turn around and head back, to your 

left across the road you will see the United Reformed Church 

which was built in 1698. 

Follow the road back towards the town, turn the corner and 

cross Lyme Street and into South Street. Continue along 

South Street then turn right into Silver Street, keeping the 

Axminster inn on your left.

Turn down beside the church towards Church Street and 

you will find yourself at Archway Bookshop. Probably built in 

the 13th century, it originally had an opening for the passage 

of carts. 

The trail ends here. Retrace your steps to get back to the 

station. 

Old Courthouse
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Axminster Town Heritage Walk



if you have enjoyed the selection of walks we have 

put together here, you may be interested in other 

walks from railway stations in the far south west. 

We have more walks and information about 

detailed walks books you can buy on our website  

www.greatscenicrailways.com

Other Walks

Riviera Line

The South West Coast Path has put together a series 

of walks from stations in Devon and Cornwall such as 

newquay, Barnstaple, Torquay and Penzance. These walks 

can be found at www.southwestcoastpath.org.uk, simply 

search ‘railway walks’. 

Look out for the Cornwall Walks from the Railway  

booklet at GWR stations or download it at  

www.greatscenicrailways.com
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For information about train times and fares, contact 

National Rail Enquiries on 08457 48 49 50 or visit  

www.gwr.com 

 

These great value tickets are available Monday to  

Friday after the morning peak and anytime at  
 

available all year round. 

GroupSave 

accepted on Crosscountry trains). Groups must have at 

least one adult. 

BritRail passes 

International visitors can use their BritRail pass on all 

the lines mentioned in this booklet. 

Bus Links 
For details of public transport links,  

visit www.travelinesw.com 

Dogs and cycles 

Dogs and cycles can be taken free of charge  

(max 2 dogs, 2 cycles). 

For more information about other ways to enjoy days 

out by train, visit www.greatscenicrailways.com 

Rail Information




